GENESCO

Genesco Reports First Quarter Sales and Earnings
May 22, 2003

NASHVILLE, Tenn., May 22 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Genesco Inc. (NYSE: GCO) today reported net earnings of $3.3 million, or $0.15 per diluted
share, for the first quarter ended May 3, 2003, compared with $8.2 million, or $0.33 per diluted share, for the first quarter last year. Net sales for the
quarter were $193 million compared to $191 million for the first quarter of fiscal 2003.

Genesco President and Chief Executive Officer Hal N. Pennington, said, "Our results for the quarter reflect the general retail environment and a level
of demand for seasonal merchandise that was behind both historical norms and our expectations. We were, however, pleased to see continued
strength in our Underground Station stores and some signs of progress at Johnston & Murphy.

"Journeys same store sales declined 3% during the quarter, due primarily to weakness in seasonal footwear, with sales of sandals and other 'open’
styles down more than 25% and average prices down 10% in the category. In response, we have accelerated our promotional activity in this product
category and we intend to reduce inventories to seasonally appropriate levels by the end of the second quarter.”

Pennington continued, "Underground Station posted another strong quarter, with same-store sales up 7% despite tough comparisons. We saw
continued strength in women's and athletic footwear as well as apparel. We remain very optimistic about the growth potential of this concept.
Unfortunately, Jarman stores felt the effects of the retail environment and same store sales fell 10%, giving the Underground Station/Jarman segment
a combined same-store sales decrease of 2%. The relative performance of the two businesses reinforces our strategy of continuing Underground
Station's expansion and opening no additional Jarman stores.

"We made solid progress with Johnston & Murphy in the quarter, giving us a heightened degree of confidence that the strategy we put in place last
year to strengthen the business is working. Although retail same-store sales declined, our wholesale business came in above plan. We are focused on
continuing to build on the brand's equity and improve its financial performance.

"Dockers Footwear's sales fell 19% during the quarter to $19 million due to a combination of factors, including lower levels of at once orders
associated with retailer conservatism and fewer close-out shipments than last year. We are pleased that Dockers operating margins improved, driven
by increased gross margins. We will continue to focus on asset management and expense control as Dockers works its way through this slower sales
period.”

Pennington commented, "We see the second quarter unfolding as a continuation of first quarter trends. We continue to believe our prospects for the
second half are good, as we move past the seasonal product issues and into what is historically the stronger part of the year for our retail businesses.
Because of continuing economic uncertainty, we have built some additional conservatism into the lower end of our range of guidance for the second
half. Any improvement in the retail climate would improve our prospects, as well."

The Company now expects second quarter sales to range between $179 million to $181 million and earnings per share to be breakeven. For the third
quarter, the Company expects sales to range from $224 million to $233 million and earnings per share to range between $0.41 to $0.48. For the fourth
quarter, the Company expects sales to range from $266 million to $278 million and earnings per share to range between $0.72 to $0.82. The Company
also stated that for fiscal 2004 it expects sales to range between $862 million to $885 million and earnings per share to range between $1.32 to $1.50.

Pennington concluded, "The underlying fundamentals of our business are sound, our strategy is intact and our financial position is strong. We remain
committed to capitalizing on the opportunities that lie ahead."

This release contains forward-looking statements, including those dealing with expectations for the Company's and each division's performance for the
second quarter and thereafter. Any statements that do not reflect purely historical information involve a number of known and unknown risks and
uncertainties. Actual results could be materially different. The factors that could cause materially different results include lower than expected
consumer demand for the Company's products, whether caused by weakness in the overall economy or by changes in fashions or tastes that the
Company fails to anticipate or respond appropriately to, changes in buying patterns by significant wholesale customers, disruptions in product supply
or distribution, the inability to adjust inventory levels to sales and changes in business strategies by the Company's competitors. Other factors that
could cause results to differ from expectations include the Company's ability to open, staff and support additional retail stores on schedule and at
acceptable expense levels, and the outcome of litigation and environmental matters involving the Company. Forward-looking statements reflect the
expectations of the Company at the time they are made, and investors should rely on them only as expressions of opinion about what may happen in
the future and only at the time they are made. The Company undertakes no obligation to update any forward-looking statement.

The Company's live conference call on May 22, 2003, at 10:30 a.m. (Central time) may be accessed through the Company's Internet website,
www.genesco.com . The Company expects to discuss results from the first quarter and its current expectations for the second quarter and fiscal year
2004, during the call. To listen live, please go to the website at least 15 minutes early to register, download and install any necessary software. A
replay will be available shortly after the call.

Genesco, based in Nashville, sells footwear and accessories in more than 1,000 retail stores in the U.S., principally under the names Journeys,
Journeys Kidz, Johnston & Murphy, Jarman and Underground Station, and on Internet websites www.journeys.com and www.johnstonmurphy.com .
The Company also sells footwear at wholesale under its Johnston & Murphy brand and under the licensed Dockers brand. Additional information on
Genesco and its operating divisions may be accessed at its website www.genesco.com .
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